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A joining of visions: Lindsay Hartleben and Mike Miller, Editors in Chief of their respective news sources on campus, 
discuss which components of each publication will be utilized in the joint publication which will soon emerge. The pair 
had the idea to combine their newspapers, received departmental approval to move forward and are in the process of 
making several decisions about the new publication, which has not 
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Two become one: 
Former campus competitors to align their assets 
By Amanda Zupfer 
Hot on the heels of the Star 
Tribune's acquisition of the 
Pioneer Press, another merging of 
publications has taken place. What 
began as a casual conversation 
months ago led to a decision to 
merge the 50-year-old Sword 
with Fibs and Fables News, the 
self-proclaimed "Concordia 
Onion," which 
senior Mike 
Miller started last 
August. 
"Mike and I 
were just joking 
around one day, 
and he said, 
`Why don't we 
team up to get 
the news out in a 
new, interesting 
way?' I didn't 
think much of it 
at the time, but 
in the end, it's 
really what made 
the most sense 
for everyone 
involved," 
said Lindsay 
Hartleben, Sword 
Editor in Chief. 
Bringing the 
newspapers 
together required 
approval from the 
Sword's advisor, 
Matt Mauch, 
and approval at 
a higher level 
within the College of Arts and 
Sciences. 
"It seemed like such a long shot 
at first," Hartleben said. "But 
Mike and I really wanted to make 
it work." 
Miller is enthusiastic about 
the direction his publication is 
headed. 
"The challenge here for us at 
Fibs and Fables will be to provide 
a consistent flow of news from 
Fibs writers while maintaining 
the journalistic authenticity of 
the Sword, but we are up for the 
challenge," he said. "All will  
fear us as the all powerful news 
mogul on Campus. No piece of 
news is safe from our crushing 
perspective." 
Hartleben said the merge will 
present challenges such as coming 
up with a collaborative name for 
the new publication. Plans are in 
the works to hold a contest and 
award one $100 cash prize for 
the best new newspaper name 
submitted. Another challenge 
will be determining leadership 
positions. 
"I'm just excited to get the ball 
rolling and I know whoever is in 
charge next year will be great. 
There are a lot of talented people 
working for both news sources," 
Hartleben said. 
Perhaps a larger concern will be 
to develop group cohesion. 
"I think it's sad that an 
independent news source didn't 
survive a whole year on this 
campus," said writer Derek 
Carlson. "I love writing for Fibs  
& Fables, and I worry about losing 
appeal to loyal readers when we 
become a new organization." 
The decision to merge was 
partially for financial reasons. As 
an established campus institution, 
the Sword has an extensive 
budget for printing, supplies and 
paying writers; scholarships are 
awarded to students in editorial 
positions; and Ads Manager Katie 
Robison has aggressively sought 
advertising since January to bring 
in additional revenue. 
"All our financial woes are 
over," Miller said. "I won't have 
to print with money out of my 
own pocket. It cost too much. 
I'm also very excited about color 
and moving from 50 copies of an 
issue to 500." 
Bringing the two staffs together 
will greatly increase the human 
resources available. The Sword 
has a regularly contributing staff 
of approximately 12 people, with 
up to 20 people working an issue. 
Taking on the Fibs and Fables 
crew could quadruple the writer 
power available. 
"Per issue, usually seven to 10 
people contribute. I have over 
30 people who write for me in 
general, though," Miller said. 
Sword staffers are looking 
forward to the variety of skills the 
other staff will bring to the table. 
"There has been such a 
remarkable 
assortment 
of 	topics 
addressed 	in 
Fibs and Fables," 
Hartleben said. 
"Writers 	have 
touched 	on 
campus concerns 
like excessive 
egg consumption 
and the albino 
squirrel. They've 
done 	human 
interest 	stories 
about 	pets, 
love and the 
Luther Statue, 
and so much 
more. I think 
incorporating this 
style of writing 
with 	standard 
Sword 	articles 
will really shake 
things up." 
The visual 
content will 
likely be affected 
by a having a 
large pool of 
photographers. 
"I've really admired the work 
printed in Fibs and Fables," said 
Sword photo editor Elizabeth 
Wehr. "Who doesn't love photos 
of trees on campus and David 
Blaine?" 
Sources from both publications 
say there are many details and 
opinions to consider as the merge 
progresses. An open meeting will 
be held for interested contributors 
or concerned students at 7 a.m. 
in the Sword office on Saturday, 
April 1, widely known as April 
Fool's Day. 
Relay for 
Life 
"Not just a walk" 
By Sam Voeller 
On April 7, Concordia University 
and Macalester College will team 
up for the Relay for Life. It will 
begin at 7 p.m and be held for 12 
hours in the Gangelhoff Center, 
ending at 7 a.m. Sponsored by 
the American Cancer Society, 
the major fundraising event is 
done in hopes of raising money 
for further cancer research. All 
over the country people celebrate 
this event. Teams are formed and 
together gather donations from 
family, friends, and any othef 
donors who wish to contribute. 
During the relay, one member 
of each team must be on the track 
at any one time. Members are 
allowed to either walk or run, as 
long as they are moving around 
the track. 
The American Cancer Society 
hopes to bring awareness to 
everyone, by promoting "early 
deteotion, treatment, and 
patient support." The relay is a 
representation of hope to all those 
who lost their lives to cancer and 
those who are currently facing 
it in hopes of finding a cure. 
Luminarias are lit in remembrance 
of those who died of cancer. 
Student Senate is helping put the 
relay together this year with Billy 
Schultz helping in organizing the 
event. 
"I have participated in six relays, 
and I have found that the Relay 
for Life is not just a walk, it is an 
opportunity for a community to 
come together under the common 
goal of fighting cancer. Sure, it's 
a fun experience, but it is more 
rewarding to help in this worthy 
cause," Schultz said. 
Anyone who wishes to be a part 
of the Relay for Life this year 
can sign up by contacting the 
Student Senate, Billy Schultz, or 
September Nelson. 
after spending a couple years together and focus on the core 
taking general courses and any topics of urban service and 
religious requirements on their intercultural work," Scharmer 
respective campuses. 2, Professors said. 
from all three colleges will teach at 	During the "on-site" year, 
St. Paul's Church, just three doors students will also be assisted in 
down from the student housing. 	finding placements for internships 
"[Students will] get theology at service-minded organizations 
at their own school, then come where they can be mentored. 
"Most of the courses are hands-. 
on learning. They'll be using the 
neighborhood they're living in as 
a classroom," Scharmer said. 
U4C is offered as a major 
or minor at Northwestern and 
Crown, but at Concordia it is an 
individually designed program 
which can be combined with 
another major or 
minor. 
"We really see 
the applications as 
endless because, 
quite frankly, in the 
future all work will 
be cross-cultural," 
Scharmer said. 
Freshman Katy 
Davis, who is 
studying to be a 
DCE, has committed 
to the program. 
"As the "church" 
evolves, it is no 
longer old people 
sitting in hard-
backed pews with 
blue hymnals in their 
hands. It is about 
real people and real 
life and real world 
situations. Having 
this opportunity will 
By Lindsay Hartleben 
"Glocal" is a word that 
probably isn't in many people's 
vocabularies. It's a term used by 
new program offered to students 
from Concordia, Crown College 
and Northwestern College to 
show that today, global is local 
and local is global. 
According to Andrea Scharmer, 
Program Coordinator of the new 
Urban Cross-Cultural College 
Consortium also known as 
U4C, as communities becomes 
increasingly intercultural and 
urbanized residents need to have 
a certain skill set. Thus, the three 
colleges formed the consortium to 
offer an educational opportunity 
not typically included in a 
traditional outreach or ministry 
program. 
"We're at a very pivotal point. 
It could be 'us' and 'them,' or we 
could reach out. As Christians, 
that's what we're called to do," 
Scfiarmer said. 
Typically in their junior year, 
students in the program would 
move off campus into a restored 
1920's two-story house in the 
Ventura Village neighborhood of 
Minneapolis. The move comes 
Photo by Lindsay Hartleben 
Students involved in the Urban Cross-Cultural College Consortium program will live in 
the Minneapolis house pictured at left and take classes at St. Paul's Church, just three 
doors down, seen at far right. Students from Concordia, Crown College and North-
western College will live together in the recently renovated 1920's house.h 
CSP recycles: club takes charge 
By Jordan Watson 
Many of Concordia's students, 
faculty, and staff have made 
the assumption that Concordia 
does not recycle; however, that 
is not true. Concordia does 
have dumpsters designated for 
recyclables, but up until recently, 
this has been overlooked by the 
Concordia community. 
Tetra Delta, a club within the 
Science Department has begun 
an easy recycling program which 
will work as both a means of 
spreading the word about the 
benefits of recycling and as a 
fundraiser for Tetra Delta. 
According to Nathan Burrows, 
President of Tetra Delta, 
members of the club have taken 
on a new responsibility in their 
busy schedules to help with the 
recycling program. 
"Each recycling bin is sponsored 
by a student that is involved with 
Tetra Delta who maintains that 
bin on a weekly basis. The bins 
are emptied and the contents 
brought to a storage room in the 
Science Department. Trash and 
recyclables are then separated," 
Burrows said. 
Although the bins are specifically 
designated for recycling, they 
are seen by some people as just 
another trash can. This causes 
Tetra Delta members to work 
harder by having to separate out 
the trash. . 
"If there is trash mixed with 
recycling in a bag or one of the 
dumpsters the whole thing is 
thrown out. If they needed to be 
separated after they are disposed 
of it would result in a higher fee for 
Concordia's trash and recycling 
removal," Burrows said. 
According to Burrows, the 
program has its ups and downs. 
"Some of the positives of this 
program include a better overall  
environment, ‘campus education, 
and providing community 
cohesiveness as a community goal. 
However, a lot of time and energy 
has to be put into maintaining the 
recycling bins. Also, there has 
been a lack of support from the 
Concordia community, as they 
continue to throw trash in the 
recycling bins," Burrows said. 
This program is also a fundraiser 
for Tetra Delta, as the club can 
receive money for cans. The group 
plans to hold a "can stomping 
contest" later this year. 
"Once a large amount of 
recyclable material has been 
amassed, we plan hold an event 
to sort it so it can be taken to be 
recycled," Burrows said. 
The recycling bins are placed 
in various spots around campus. 
They are blue with brown lids and 
many will have a poster above 
them designating them as Tetra 
Delta recycling bins. 
Photo By Bradley Oelkers 
With masses of recyclable materials already collected across campus, 
Tetra Delta members Paul James and Nathan Burrows Dr. David Black-
burn are ready for more. Containers are blue with brown lids. 
U4C prepares students for the future 
Program's founders say cities' changing population require changing residents' thinking 
help verse me in urban ministries 
so maybe one day a possibility 
might be working in an inner-city 
church or with troubled teens," 
Davis said. 
U4C has been in development 
since the 2003 Ethnic Workers 
Summit, an annual gathering of 
people interested in ministering 
to new international immigrants, 
where participants saw a need for 
a new urban training program in 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. 
Under the leadership of Reverend 
Roland Wells of St. Paul's Church, 
the project progressed and U4C 
was incorporated in August 2005. 
Word of the program is catching 
on as people from Concordia 
are getting involved. Professor 
Jim Found was instrumental in 
getting the campus involved in 
the consortium, Brian Heinemann 
is the Treasurer of the Board 
of Directors, and Dr. Steve 
Arnold and Dr. Basma Ibrahim 
DeVries will teach courses in the 
program. 
"To me, it exemplifies 
Concordia's mission. The way 
the world is going, everything's 
going to be urban. Why not have 
our students experience it?" 
Heinemann said. 
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By Hannah Bartz 
March 30 - April 7- Concordia Continental: First Biennial Juried Ceramics Competition. 
Located in the Concordia Gallery. 
March 27 - April 7 - Khoo Xiong Senior Exhibition in . the H. Williams Teaching Gallery. 
Reception Friday March 31, 7-9 p.m.. 
March 30 - April 7 - Hmong Garden Photo Documentaries. Located in the Buetow Gallery. 
March 30 - April 29 - Traditions Transformed: Contemporary Quilt Exhibition. Textile -Center 
Joan Mondale Gallery. 
April 2 - Concordia Faculty Recital Series. Professor Amy Morris 
Buetovv Music Center Auditorium, 3:30 p.m.. 
April 7 - Christus Chorus Bon Voyage Concert. Located at the Graebner -Mernorial Ch 
7:30 p.m• 
April 9 - Take Action Tour featuring Matchbook Romance Et Early November. A tour featuring 
a number of rock/emo genre bands. Located at the Quest Nightclub Main Room. All Ages. 
Doors at 5 p.m, and show at 5:30 p.m.. Tickets available at Ticketmaster. 
April 10 - Thursday w/ Mitemarker on The Shirts for a Cure Tour. A tour featuring a number 
of harder rock/alternative genre bands. Located at the Fine Line Music Café. All Ages. 
Doors at 5 p.m. and show starts at 5:30 p.m. 
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Hope for the journey 
An "Ecstatic!" artist Choir prepares for touring 
in Texas By Hannah Bartz 	 Xiong has many goals for this year and the years to come. She 
Every senior art major has the plans of move to Oklahoma to 
responsibility to put together a live with family after graduation 
show of their work. Each student and then go into a field of work 
artist is different, but 
what makes Khoo 
Xiong different? She 
is ecstatic. Her favorite 
mediums are acrylic 
and oil paint. She 
represented her work 
with paint, and many 
different paintings 
at that. She has been 
working on her show 
for four years now and 
is very excited. 
Being quite ready 
for her show, Xiong 
stated, "I've been 
imagining my show 
for so long now that 
it's actually coming to 
reality. I can't wait to 
see what others think 
about my show. I've 
worked so hard on 
my pieces by working 
hard. It has helped 
prepare my show and 
not stress about it."  
relating to art. Since she has a few 
more months here in Minnesota, 
she plans to enjoy it and all of her 
friends, yet continue to work hard 
in all of her classes. 
Some may wonder 
why the title for 
the show, and what 
thoughts Xiong has. 
"If you're curious, 
then come to my show 
and read my artist 
statement," Xiong 
said. 
Like I would say, you 
must see to understand. 
Xiong's show opened 
up on the 27 of March 
and will run until 
April 7. The opening 
reception will be held 
March 31 at 7 p.m.. at 
the gallery where she 
will talk about her 
experiences and her 
work. 
By Kari Olson 
As the theme of the year, hope is 
encouraged into many aspects of 
the students life. Whether it is an 
academic, spiritual, or personal 
aspect of ones journey, Dr. David 
Mennicke and the choir hopes-to 
encompass the theme in many 
ways through their trip to Texas. 
Led by Dr. Mennicke, the choir 
will be both touring and singing 
at various places in Texas. As 
directed in the program, the 
song choices and performance 
arrangement breaks the theme 
into three parts: "hope," "for our," 
and lastly, "journey." 
The music selected for the 
beginning music iterating the 
theme of "hope" is a collaboration 
of words that emphasize Old 
Testament promises along with 
selected Old Testament passages. 
Such songs include Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy's "On God Alone, 
My Hope I Build" and a second 
selection in German from the 
same composers, "Ein Neues 
Jahr." 
Separated by a pause, the 
music continues into the second 
part, "For Our," with pieces 
that, as stated on the program, 
"address "Jesus' ministry on -
earth, reinforcing the idea of his 
teachings being "for our" lives 
and ultimate salvation. "Journey," 
as Dr. Mennicke states, "implies 
to our_ own journey...ultfinately 
heaven." 
As the choir takes their literal 
journey to Texas, through it and 
back, Dr. Mennicke has faith that 
the theme will be a part of their 
personal experiences as well., 
When asked how the experience 
away from campus compares 
to the concerts performed in the 
By Katy Davis 
A three course meal, prizes, 
and famous celebrities, all here 
at Concordia? For free? Yes, that 
is all correct. Here at Concordia, 
Student Senate and S.T.A.G.E. 
theater club are coming together,. 
and sponsoring a Mystery Dinner 
Theatre. The show, Celebrity 
Scandal, is the senior show for 
Jenn Halbrook. The audience will 
be taken back to the era where 
celebrities like Marlon Brando 
were famous. 
"It is about a man by the name 
of Jerry Oilman who has invited 
famous celebrities from the 40s 
and 50s to a dinner party. He 
mysteriously is murdered by one 
of his guests," said Halbrook. 
The audience has a key role in 
the dinner and the play. 
"The audience will be playing 
CSP environment, he states that 
"there is not a better way [awn a 
tour] for a group to go from being 
good to excellent. The group will 
be living together and performing 
together." 
The trip to Texas is the second 
time in Concordia history to this 
location, the last being in 1994, 
but there are no expectations that 
this will be the last. The traveling 
aspect to the choir tour has been 
an integrated part of the choir for 
years, and one that has earned the 
Creative Programming Award for 
the integration of the theme into 
the trip. In this trip, the group 
plans to travel by bus together and 
will continue to various churches 
to sing, and for some, to sleep. 
As part of the journey and 
a way to cut the costs for the 
students, they will be staying with 
churches and host families rather 
than hotels. Although the singing 
will be done for a majority of 
the experience, the group will be 
including popular tour sites as the 
Alamo as part of their journey. 
Most students will be sharing 
the experience in a new place, but 
the group will also be performing 
at two home churches to CSP 
students, Joy Wilson and Reena 
Linke. Before leaving, the group 
will also perform at local locations, 
including the home church to 
Emily Marcus in Hutchinson, as 
well as at Concordia the night 
before their leave. 
The home concert will be held 
Friday, April 7, the night before 
departure. For more information 
about the trip or any of the 
performances, Dr. Mennicke and 
the choir are open to discussion 
about the events. 
a trivia game and there will be 
drawings for prizes and they will 
be the ones guessing who the 
murderer is," Halbrook explains. 
Andrea Chandler, Student 
Senate's Vice President of 
Finance, furthers the fact that 
students should go by alleviating 
a hindrance: cost. 
"The show and food is free to 
students" said Chandler. However, 
she continues to explain that 
"there is limited seating, so we 
will be having people reserve 
their spot." 
Since admission is free, there 
will only be the capability to 
seat about 80-90 people. The 
show will run for two nights 
— April 2 and April 4 at 8 p.m. on 
both .nights in the BEC (2" floor 
Classroom Building). Reserve a 
spot, and watch how the mystery 
unfolds. 
Food, prizes, murder 
in store at dinner theatre 
contribute to 
The Sword! 
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When should you call a snow day? 
The Sword Perspective 
 
In four years of college many 
of us have never once had a 
snow day -at least not until 
Monday, March 13. At long 
last a snow day! Time to go out 
and frcilic in the snow! Time to 
truly enjoy a day of no classes! 
However, the timing of calling 
this snow day was one of the 
dumbest things that Concordia 
has done. 
Imagine, if you will, driving 
from East St. Paul to campus. 
After getting through the 
slippery and dangerous suburban 
streets you learn that 1-94 is at 
a standstill and, therefore, you 
must find an alternative route. 
You maneuver your way through 
downtown, slipping and sliding 
all the way. Other cars are 
sliding and lacking in control. 
Nearly a half-dozen times you 
nan•owly avoid becoming the 
next accident announced on the 
radio. Your car spins its wheels 
as it inches its way up the small 
hills that are all around town. 
Finally, an hour after departing 
from your home, you arrive on 
campus and get to your class. 
This situation is surely not 
unique. Many students whose 
°normal commute was a mere 10 
minutes had to drive for a half 
hour or more just to make it to 
campus. Ifevery student avoided 
an accident it would surely be a 
miracle. Imagine that you were 
in the above situation and found 
out later that your entire effort 
had absolutely no point. 
Of all the times to call a snow 
day, why did Concordia wait 
until noon? Noon is when the 
roads were plowed and the 
intensity of the blizzard had 
begun to let up. Why not call 
the snow day at 8 a.m. when 
visibility was less than 50 feet? 
Why not call the snow day 
when the streets are at their 
worst and intersections are 
rife with accident potential? 
Why wait to call the snow day 
until after all the commuter 
students have already made it to 
campus? When the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation is 
telling people not to go out and 
drive, why does a university 
still require students to be in 
classes? 
The Weather-Related 
University Closings Policy 
says, "Because University 
students are adults, assume 
that the University will not 
cancel classes as quickly as 
primary or secondary schools." 
If this is the case then perhaps 
Concordia would have been 
better off not canceling classes 
at all. After canceling classes 
and sending all the professors 
home the commuter students 
were at school, unable to attend 
classes and unable to work, 
left only to brave the roads and 
return home. Why not wait until 
later after the plows would have 
more thoroughly cleared and 
salted the roads? 
As adults, Concordia expects 
us to make our own decisions 
about whether or not to come 
to school because of weather. 
However, many of us cannot 
afford to miss classes and many 
professors still expect their 
students to be there despite the 
weather conditions. Although a 
few professors do cancel their 
classes, others do not and as 
students many of us may have 
no choice but to fight our way 
to campus and attend. 
Concordia ought to change its 
policy about canceling classes. 
They either need to learn to 
cancel classes right away or not 
at all. Perhaps policy should 
say that if a person can look out 
the window and not even see 
50 feet then maybe it is a bad 
idea to have people out driving. 
If Concordia is not going to 
cancel classes right away 
then they should guarantee 
that professors can not deduct 
from student grades if students 
choose not to come to classes 
due to very bad weather. 
Concordia should guarantee 
that students can receive their 
wages for hours they were 
supposed to work but did not 
get to because their employers 
were gone before they were. As 
a university one would imagine 
that Concordia could make a 
more educated decision about 
canceling classes, especially 
when it regards the safety and 
well being of its own students. 
 
The Jones Zone: April Fool's Day 101 
By Andrew Jones 
I f you' re anything like 
me, you.___e_i3jo_y__ _a good_  
prank—especially 
when you are the one 
pulling the prank. 
Over the past four 
years I have helped to 
orchestrate a couple 
pranks that have been 
controversial, but in 
my opinion of course, 
just plain hilarious. As 
I am sure every one is 
aware, April Fool's Day 
is just days away and 
this is the day above 
all other days when 
pranks are expected to 
happen, which is good and bad. 
April Fool's Day is- a good day 
for ,pulling pranks because pretty 
much no matter what you do, 
short of committing a felony, you 
can get away with it. Nobody is 
going to get overly upset with 
you for pulling a prank on them. 
What they will probably try to do 
is get you back and work a little 
revenge, but with only the rest 
of the day to think of something, 
they are in trouble. Of course you 
are going to be expecting revenge 
acted out upon you, which is why 
April Fool's Day is a bad day for 
pranks. Granted not all people are 
going to be on their toes, but if 
you pull a prank on somebody on 
Illustration by Jessica Tewes 
any other day of the year, they are 
not going to expect it at all. 
I have. been gotten numerous 
times in my day on April Fool's, 
and learned that sometimes there 
is nothing you can do about it. 
For instance, when your mother 
decides it would be a good 
idea to place every -clean pair 
of underwear you own into the 
freezer, your only option is to steal 
a pair from your little brother, if 
she didn't throw your brother's 
underwear in the freezer too. 
I have gotten my mom back for 
the underwear incident, but I did 
not try and think of something 
that day. I decided it was best to 
seek my revenge the following 
year, when I was at college and 
she did not have access to any of 
my clothes. A simple phone call 
—with- a well-placed -lie- about an 
engagement to or pregnancy of a 
girl your mother does not know 
generally will do the trick, but 
do not worry, it is April Fool's 
Day, she can not get too mad. 
And what is she going to do? 
Call you back and try to tell you 
that she 's pregnant too? That is a 
little unoriginal, don't you think? 
All she can do is wait until the 
next year and try to come up 
with something better in a phone 
conversation and as long as you 
are on your toes and know what 
day it is, you-will -be aware. 
One can only hope that nothing 
bad actually does happen on April 
Fool's Day. I feel sorry for the 
people who get into car accidents 
and have to call their family or 
friends to tell them 'about it. If 
they are regular pranksters, they 
probably would not be believed. 
So go forth and enjoy this 
holiday dedicated to lying to your 
friends and family, it is probably 
the only time you can get away 
with it without too terrible 
consequences. So call your mom 
or- dad-and-ask-thern- if -they are 
ready to be a grandma or grandpa 
again, but if your dad has a heart 
attack, do not think he is seeking 
revenge. He probably has not 
had enough time to think that far 
ahead. 
Instructions: 
large circle on photocopier and 
cut alongdotted line, 
nd stand in it. 
3. Smoke all you want without 
fear of addiction thanks 
to the magical protection 
properties of this 
circle. 
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Photo By Bradley Oelkers 
The March issue of Fibs and Fables features a cover story by tech consultant 
Jordon Smith. Articles in the paper offer "an alternative to the news, adding hu-
mor to campus life," accroding t 
`...the written word is very 
powerful. It leaves a legacy. 
That is part of why I write for 
both the Sword and Fibs and 
Fables." 
Mike Miller 
Fibs & Fables Editor in 
Chief 
Photo By Bradley Oelkers 
In preparation for another edition of Fibs and Fables News, Derek Carlson, Josiah Laubenstein and Mike Miller share ideas 
and attempt to find inspiration. FFNews hits the stands monthly,-plus there was a special election edition in mid-March. 
"With the location, the dinner 
and the band it sounds 
awesome, but it's just too 
expensive." 
"Having Spring 
Fling ea rly on 
gives sti 'dents 
the cha nee to 
look for‘ yard to 
Knollap alooza 
instea d of 
cramming it all in 
over one NN Teekend." 
-Sydnee Bickett, 
CAB Soci al Chair 
The truth behind 
Fibs and Fables 
Spring Fling: 
CAB defends this 
year's changes to 
an annual tradition 
articles they have written. 
Miller, in response to another , 
rumor which has been circling 
campus, made it clear in a personal 
interview that Fibs and Fables is 
not in competition with the Sword. 
"I am a History major, so to me 
the writtenvord is very powerful. 
It leaves a legacy. That is part of 
why I write 
both for the 
Sword and 
Fibs and 
Fables." 
The Sword, 
which has 
been 	in 
print 	for 
approximately three decades, 
is excited to have such an 
enthusiastic variety of writers 
By Emily Marcus 
For several months a new 
creation has been in circulation 
around the Concordia campus. 
Fibs and Fables, a new student 
produced paper, began as a few 
friends dedicating a humorous 
news letter to another. It has grown 
into a monthly printing with 
campus wide involvement. Mike 
Miller, the Editor-in-Chief, noted 
that he has had generous support 
and encouragement along the 
way. Faculty and students alike 
have made positive comments on 
the work. Josiah Laubenstein, one 
of the faithful writers for Fibs and 
Fables summed up his reason for 
contributing to the paper, "The 
benefits are fairly simple...I 
enjoy it!" Miller explained how 
students have donated a portion 
of their allotted 500 copies per 
semester, as well as small amounts -
of monetary support to help with 
the distribution. 
Currently, according to the 
paper's web site, Fibs and Fables 
puts out a monthly paper which is 
the culmination of the work and 
humor of Concordia University 
St. Paul students. It is a paper for 
humor and misinformation. Miller 
also feels the paper is a way for 
students 
to 	develop 
their 	talent 
and passion 
for writing. 
"I think 
students feel 
they have the 
freedom to 
express their 
opinions and 
writing styles 
without being 
judged," said Miller. He added 
that writers also meet with him 
to talk about the purpose of the 
By Michelle Wegner 
It's no joke that this year's annual 
Spring Fling is scheduled for April 
1. It has not gone unnoticed that 
Spring Fling is higher priced than 
usual and sooner than expected. 
Held at the University Club's 
downtown ballroom in St. Paul, 
Spring Fling has a 1920's theme 
but not a 1920's price. Concordia 
Activities Board social chair, 
Sydnee Bickett, defended the high 
cost of the dance by pointing out 
everything 
that comes 
with it. 
"For $40 
dollars 
you get a 
shuttle to 
and from the 
University 
Club, a full 
buffet dinner, 
a live band, a 
DJ, and other 
surprises," Bickett said. 
Bickett added that while students 
are paying $40 per couple, CAB 
is paying nearly $60 per couple. 
Like many students, Anna Stone 
was hesitant about the rise in 
ticket prices. 
"With the location, the dinner 
and the band it sounds awesome, 
but it's just too expensive," Stone 
said. 
CAB recognizes $40 per couple 
was a lot to ask for from students 
but wanted to 
make the event 
memorable. 
"A lot of seniors go 
to Spring Fling, so 
we wanted to make 
it special for them, 
and all students. 
We wanted to go 
out with a bang," 
stated Bickett. 
With the evening 
beginning at 6 
p.m.., CAB planned 
for nothing less 
than an evening of 
1920's elegance. 
After social hour 
in the lobby with 
a wood-burning fireplace and 
period furniture, students will 
step into the classy and elegant 
ballroom where dinner will be 
served from 7-9 p.m. The upscale 
buffet includes mashed potato 
martinis, a little-Italy pasta buffet, 
roast turkey, and dessert. 
Beginning at 8 p.m. the live jazz 
band, Little Big Band, will play 
through 10 p.m. For those who 
did not prepare for the event by 
attending dance lessons, offered 
by Carol Olson, and prefer a 
more contemporary sound, a DJ  
will take over the floor at 10 p.m.. 
and play for the remainder of the 
evening. 
The cost of the event is not the 
only factor stirring up controversy. 
This year's Spring Fling dance 
moved up by over a month, with 
previous years' date set on the 
Saturday before finals. After the 
date had been set, CAB learned 
Concordia's Christus Choir 
was scheduled for a concert in 
Golden Valley April 1 and would 
not return 
to campus 
until 10:30 
p.m.. After 
receiving 
an abundant 
amount of 
feedback on 
the conflict, 
CAB and 
the Student 
Executives 
Board held 
a special meeting to determine 
a solution. Choir members were 
offered a $5 ticket to persuade 
students to attend the remaining 
hour and a half. 
The decision to move Spring 
Fling from the weekend of 
finals was an effort to encourage 
attendance to both Spring Fling 
and Knollapalooza. Due to 
Knollapalooza's scheduled date 
of the Sunday before finals, CAB 
members feared that scheduling 
Spring Fling the same weekend 
would be asking too 
much of students 
just before finals 
week. 
"Having Spring 
Fling early on gives 
students the chance 
to look forward 
to Knollapalooza 
instead of 
cramming it all in 
over one weekend," 
said Bickett. 
Whether the hike 
in price or change 
in date becomes 
a success or 
failure for Spring 
Fling is yet to be 
determined. CAB looks at past 
events for successes and failures. 
The high response to the shuttle 
from last semester's winter formal 
is what brought it back for Spring 
Fling. Comments and complaints 
on the lack of a "couples" 
discount and full meal at winter 
formal brought both features back 
for Spring Fling. CAB is always 
looking for students to comment 
on events like Spring Fling 
through The Wedge in the tunnel 
or via email at studentsenate@ 
csp.edu . 
on campus. Both papers have 
something to offer their readers, 
but in different ways. With The 
Sword, information is factually 
based and typically deals with 
current events in conjunction 
with the Concordia campus. Fibs 
and Fables, however acts more as 
an alternative to the news, adding 
humor to campus life. As the 
Fibs and Fables web site states, 
"We are here to entertain. Most 
of the time we entertain ourselves 
and hope you (the reader) get a 
laugh out of it too." Look for the 
next publication of Concordia's 
newest student contribution 
around campus and on the Wedge 
in the tunnel. An online version of 
the publication is also available 
through their web site. Find out 
more about Fibs and Fables and 
the work behind the scenes at 
http://fibsandfables.googlepages.  
com. 
Snowrnobil.e/Ice Fishing Event 
Wedding Reception 
Family Reunion 
Graduation Parry 
Business Event 	occasion! 
We do "shore lunch," toot 
Try , 
Contact Michael Conner 
763434-9073 
conner@cspedu 
Unique 4 Delicious Hassie , 
Groups: 
20 to 2:50 
ce Cost-e cc ive alternative to catering 
Photo By Bradley Oelkers 
Steve Donohoe pauses practice with a group of boys from Skyline to have a quick huddle. Donohoe realized early on 
when he began a basketball program with the young people that it was important to go back to the basics, as they had 
not previously played organized basketball. Aside from developing skills, relationships have developed between Donohoe 
and the kids he spends time with during the basketball program. 
Photo By Bradley Oelkers 
A group of teens scrimmage during a practice supervised by Steve Donohoe. 
Tommy Mauer made it possible for the program to use the Gangelhoff Center 
courts when the facilities are not in use by university teams. 
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Connecting with the community 
By Michael Miller 
Previously Steve Donohoe 
had been assigned by Dr. Carter 
to commit himself to a service 
learning program that would 
challenge him and above all make 
him "uncomfortable." Now that 
Donohoe had found that challenge 
through Skyline and the Lex-
Ham Community Organization 
he would be again challenged to 
develop himself and those around 
him. In the process he would 
over the course of several weeks, 
months and eventually years, with 
the aid of his friends, teachers 
and fellow community members 
develop programs, plan activities 
and put great effort into enabling 
local youth to stay off the streets, 
succeed in school and above 
all, build healthy meaningful 
relationships with people who 
care very deeply for them. 
The key to developing those 
programs was Basketball. As 
it turns out the boys Donohoe 
mentored played basketball. In 
basketball Donohoe found the 
important connection between 
these young kids and himself 
from across the interstate. "One 
day these kids, that by now I 
knew by name, walked by my 
window and they invited me to 
play basketball over at Dunning." 
During the basketball sessions 
Donohoe and the kids developed 
relationships and (aught Donohoe 
about themselves in a way that 
hadn't happened before. "They 
were able to show things to 
me about myself and that even 
thought they were inner city kids, 
at the core of it those kids were the 
same 14 year old boys that I was 
at that age. They shoed me that 
they were the same as me and that 
they had the same impressions on 
the world that I grew up with," 
passionately explained Donohoe. 
This recreation and mentorship 
time away from Skyline became 
the reward and tool to help mold 
the kids in other areas, especially 
in their education. 
The basketball program faced 
another challenge and yet another 
moment to adapt to the needs of 
the community when during one  
particular afternoon Donohoe and 
his boys were chased off the court 
by a group of older guys. 
"We were playing on the half 
court and a group of ten older 
guys came onto the other half 
court and wanted the whole court. 
I was off on the side and they 
came over and told my guys to 
get off the court. They told us 
to get off and if not they'll beat 
the crap out of us. I told the boys 
that I'll try and call Tommy at the 
Ganglehoff and see if we can go 
from there." • 
In need of a safe place to play 
and practice, Donohoe contacted 
Tommy Mauer of Concordia 
University. Mauer graciously 
allowed Donohoe and his boys 
to use time that was available, 
allowing adversity of the program 
to continue and to grow. 
Donohoe jokingly referred to this 
part of the history of the program 
as the "honeymoon" period. 
During this time Alicia acquired  
extra funding from Keystone. 
With the money, Donohoe and 
Alicia decided to take the kids 
on weekly field trips as well as 
a final field trip at the end of the 
summer, which they incorporated 
into a reward system for the kids. 
Chris Splinter joined the group to 
help with the growing basketball 
program, which was a big help 
considering open gym time had 
moved from once a month to 
once a week at the end of the 
summer. Splinter became even 
more valuable as Donohoe found 
himself rather burnt out from all 
that he was involved in. 
The relationship Donohoe and 
Splinter had with the kids became 
a close bond. 
"The bond itself in terms of 
closeness was such that we gave 
them our cell phone numbers. 
They told us how their personal 
life was going, they asked about 
grades, girls and situations with 
friends. Things went on to a deep  
personal level and they wanted 
our advice and our opinions," 
remembers Donohoe. 
In this the boys approached 
their mentors and asked if they 
would be willing to coach them 
as a basketball team. When it 
came time to plan and make 
plays, Splinter and Donohoe were 
engrossed in the play-making 
process. They poured themselves 
into designing elaborate plays for 
the boys and were excited to get 
the boys practicing and turning 
them into a-first rate team. When 
the first practice rolled around, 
everything changed. 
After informing the boys on 
how to run a play, Donohoe sat  
back and watched as he realized 
that these boys had not played 
organized basketball  before. 
Donohoe said, "We had to go 
back to the basics and teach them 
all." But most importantly they, 
as Donohoe said, "didn't even 
have a league and we didn't have 
a team." 
Through connections, Donohoe 
got in touch with Victor Mister, 
director of Dunning Recreation 
Center. Mister encouraged 
Donohoe and Splinter to join 
the Night Moves Basketball 
League, the cost of which was 
a considerable sum. In order to 
come up with the money Donohoe 
and Splinter wrote letters, with 
the permission of the Lex-Ham 
Community Council. Bremer 
Bank provided enough money to 
cover the cost of the league and 
the supplies the team would need 
to practice. 
While the team's performance 
was not perfect Donohoe 
describes the work of the boys as 
encouraging. 
"It wasn't like we were pulling 
in the top recruits form the 
freshman class, it was just kids 
who wanted to play basketball. 
Our drive, our goal was that every 
day they were playing basketball 
and they were off the streets. We 
never let wins or losses get to us," 
says Donahoe. 
Their practices, about four 
times a week at varying times, 
provide crucial time for the team 
and their coaches to bond. Here 
they found joy in'their work and 
because of that joy they end up 
working hard enough to beat the 
Night Moves championship team 
that had gone undefeated in their 
league but Donohoe's team, of 
ragtag "scrubs" as he called them, 
managed to beat the undefeated 
team, a crucial success for what 
was yet to come. 
By Adrian Perryman 
Other than two exhibition 
losses to the Minnesota Twins, 
the Golden Bear Baseball Team 
started off their season with a 
perfect 9-0 run. Those 9 wins 
came about in Fort Meyers Florida 
over their spring break trip. 
They had multiple wins over 
teams such as Gannon University 
out of Pennsylvania, Alma 
College from Michigan and 
Wheeling Jesuit University out 
of Virginia. The only losses thus 
far in the season came in a double 
header versus Minnesota State 
Mankato in the Metrodome. 
The talented team has been 
lead by the pitching of multiple 
players.. Seven different pitchers 
have brought the Golden Bears 
to victory. Senior Geoff Bray 
and Sophomore Ryan Fixell have 
been the leading pitchers with 
two wins a piece. The team has 
also had help from the strong bats 
of Junior Mason Reinhart and 
Seniors Erik Quarberg and Bobby 
Meier. 
The Bears begin their conference 
season in April with a double 
header versus Winona State. 
Their first 12 games in April all 
take place in St. Paul. 
Have you seen my baseball? 
Photo by Elizabeth Wehr 
Bobby Meier is ready for the pitch during a practice in the Lunch Box. 
Photo Courtsey of Dr. Kenneth Kaden 
Its 
James S. Griffin 
The story behind the stadium 
By Adrian Perryman 	 Following his discharge he 
returned to the St. Paul Police 
The "Griff Myth" is the winning Department where he became the 
streak held by the Golden Bear city's first Black Sergeant in 1955, 
football squad when they play at the city's first Black Captain in 
their home field, James Griffin 1970 and the city's first Black 
Stadium. This myth is known by Deputy Chief in 1972. Achieving 
many on the Concordia campus. these ranks was not easy for 
The name behind the myth is not Griffin. Even though he attained 
so well known. The stadium was a to score on the examination 
originally named Central Stadium he had to sue the city in order to 
but renamed in 1998 after James become the Deputy Chief. 
Stafford Griffin. 	 In the 50's and 60's he also 
Griffin was a native of St. Paul traveledthroughoutMinnesotaasa 
Minnesota. He was born July referee for college and high school 
The 12th man? Not here. 
Photo by Elizabeth Wehr 
Senior Geoff Bray delivers a pitch during an indoor practice early in the 
season. Having improved practice facilities may have played a role in 
the team's success in Fort Meyers, Florida during the early part of the 
season. 
16th, 1917. He was 
raised in the Rondo 
Neighborhood. 
The neighborhood 
was inhabited 
mainly by African 
Americans and 
was located where 
Interstate-94 lies 
today. 
He attended St. 
Paul Central High 
School. 	After 
graduation 	in 
1936 he attended 
college in West 
Virginia for two 
years where he 
met his wife 
Edna Smoot whom he married 
in 1938. He also received his 
B.A. from Metropolitan State 
University in Minneapolis, 
studied at St. Thomas College, 
Michigan State, the University 
of Minnesota and Northwestern 
College in Evanston, Illinois. 
When he returned to St. Paul, he 
became a member of the St. Paul 
Police Department in 1941 as a 
Patrolman. 
He then enlisted in the Armed 
Forces in 1945. During his time in 
basic training, the US Navy was 
desegregated. Griffin completed 
his Navy training but V-J Day 
brought WWII to an end before 
he could be shipped overseas. He 
spent his time stationed at various 
bases across the US until he was 
finally discharged in 1946 at the 
rank of Seaman First Class.  
basketball and 
football games. 
This included 
basketball 
games at the 
Concordia's 
Lutheran 
Memorial 
Center. In some 
cities he was 
the only Black 
person. He was 
always aware 
of the presence 
of racism. 
He retired 
in 1983 at 
the rank of 
Deputy Police 
Chief. He then served 17 years on 
the St. Paul School Board. He also 
devoted time and to various causes 
in St. Paul including a scholarship 
in his daughter Vianne's name at 
Central High School. He served as 
a member of Concordia College 
Minority Advisory Committee, 
Kappa Alpha Psi, the Hallie Q. 
Brown Community Center Board 
of Directors and the NAACP. 
He also received and Honorary 
Doctor of Letters Degree from 
Concordia in 1990. 
There is a sculpture of Griffin 
located on the south bleachers near 
the main entrance of the stadium. 
James Griffin died on November 
23rd, 2002 in St. Paul. He had two 
daughters, four grandsons and 
one daughter. 
By Stephen Batcher 
All around the nation at many 
colleges, the crowd makes the 
environment, makes the game, 
and sometimes changes the 
outcome of the game. If you look 
at some colleges you can see 
the difference. The "Cameron 
Crazies" at Duke University, the 
12th man at Texas A&M, and Dog 
Pound at Georgia and Gonzaga. 
My question is where is that 
energy here and what is stopping 
our students? First and foremost 
I realize that our school is not as 
big as these Division 1 schools, 
but none the less or school 
spirit is at best lackluster. I 
talked to many students around 
the school and most wish there 
was more school spirit, and 
that if there was more than they 
would come to more games. 
Maybe what is stopping them 
from coming are others not 
coming. .. hmmm ... well then 
if y'all came then there would 
be more people there. Call me 
crazy but that seems like an easy 
solution. 
You may be asking yourself; 
does school spirit even make a 
difference in a game? Yes! Look 
around the nation at those schools 
I mentioned earlier, their home 
record is amazing. Gonzaga has 
won 39 games in a row and home 
and Georgia and Texas A&M 
are in the top 25 toughest places 
to play in College football. The 
reason is that it intimidates teams 
when they come in town to play. 
Their minds are on the crowd and 
not on the game, thus leading to 
certain unexpected outcomes. 
For example at Iowa State 
University's basketball court 
Hilton Coliseum has gained the 
slogan "Hilton Magic" for all the 
upsets that have occurred there. 
Also I asked different athletes  
what they thought and most 
said they wanted to see more 
students there; they have more 
fun and play better when they 
have that support. Our football 
team greatly appreciated the 
crowd at homecoming game and 
at the Metrodome this year. Our 
men's basketball team loved Paul 
Reineck appreciation night, and 
also the crowds for Snowcoming. 
The girl's team even came up 
after a game and gave the student 
section high fives. This shows that 
our athletes will appreciate it. 
Like I said before I understand 
ott school is not that big 
"You may be asking 
yourself; does school spirit 
even make a difference in 
a game?" 
compared to these schools but if 
we could get even 200-300 kids a 
game, especially at basketball we 
could make a difference. Other 
schools visit and they have bigger 
student sections then we do. To 
me, that's pretty embarrassing. 
I'd like to think that our students 
have pride for our school; I can 
see it in the gear that we all wear 
around campus. Obviously that 
doesn't mean you support your 
athletes by wearing a sweatshirt 
that says Concordia University 
on it, but also at the same time it 
shows we have that pride we need 
now we just need to convert that 
to spirit at games. We have so 
many advantages here that other 
schools don't have. We all live 
(non-commuters) right next to all 
our sports complexes. We get in 
free to all the games, and we are 
right next to the field. These are 
advantages most schools would 
kill to have. There isn't a good 
excuse to not be there, I'm going 
to be honest. - 
It isn't entirely the students 
fault, however. Our athletic 
department doesn't do the best 
job getting the students motivated 
to be there, or telling the students 
when the games are. They do a 
good job giving away things (free 
pizza) but they can only afford so 
much. Our Activities board also 
does not inform students very 
often when the games are. They 
have a job just for sporting events 
and it would help a lot if there 
was more information for that 
position. This isn't picking 
on the person because it's not 
an easy job and doesn't have 
a lot of. support from fellow 
students. Things that I have 
heard from fellow students 
is that they need to have an 
assigned student section, shirts 
that have our school colors, 
and getting the students better 
organized for each game. 
For you students who think this 
is pointless and ridiculous listen 
to this; the better our teams do, 
which having a rowdy student 
section will help, the more money 
our school brings in leading to 
even better teams, better facilities, 
and more opportunities for every 
student regardless of if you play 
sports or not. So remember that 
when you think about coming 
to the next home game or not, 
remember how much our team's 
appreciate it and how easy it is to 
walk across the street. I guarantee 
the louder and crazier you get 
the more fun you'll have. It's 
supposed to be a spectacle, and 
you are all welcome to be a part 
of it. 
